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June Meeting

Feng Shui : Answer toLife' s Probl ens
Q Interior Designer’ s Bonanza?

Ret i renent has not brought anendto D ck
MGath' sperpetual curiosityabout exaticbelief systens.
The prof essor eneri t us of thed ogy and f oundi ng nenfoer of
ARThasrecent|ybeend ggi ngi ntothearcanenysteri es of
feng shui (pronounced “f ong schvay”). He shar ed what he
has unear t hed w t h ART nenfoer s at t he June neet i ng.

Fengshui transl atedlitera |y neans“wndvater.”
Lhheardof inthelhitedSatesuntil just af ewyears ago,
thi sanci ent Ghi nesepracti cei snowe | -entrenchedi nnew
age cul t ur e and naki ng headway wher ever weal t hy Chi nese
arebuyingreal estate. AnazonBooksi sat present of fering
185 books onfeng shui, eachof whichclainstobeabl eto
sol veyour |ifeprobl ensthroughthecorrect pl acenent of
your w ndows, doors, furnitureandhousepl ants.

PracticedinChinafor four t housand years,
traditiond | yasanai dtothepropiti ous pl acenant of tenpl es
andgraves, fengshui i sanapproachtonat urebasedonthe
noti onthat energy fl ows t hroughfeat ures of the nat ural
| andscape andt hrough ol ect sand struct ures bui | t by hunan
bei ngs. The practi ceai ns at opti nzi nggoodf ort une by
enhanci ngt hefl owof good energy and defl ecti ngthefl ow
of badenergy at abusi ness, resi denceor ather site. Ocethe

(Cont. Pg 6)

Isit tinetoput theAether tosl eep?
by Joseph Gast ri ght

Istheaether still avdidscietificcocet arisita
scientificcuriosityelininatedby B nstein' stheory of
rel ativityandburi edby quant unfiel dtheory? Anarticlein
the 77 nes & ercesect i on on Febr uary 2nd, 1999 suggest ed
that theaether vas not onl y al i ve but naki ngaconeback. |
was skeptical of thecla mand| decidedtol ookintothe
matter further.

Theori gi ns of theconcept are soneti nes ascri bed
t ot he Pyt hagor ean School because t hey supportedt he
atomctheoryof natter whichal l onedat onstoexi st inthe
voi dof space. GrtainlyAistal eden edtheexi stencedf a
vacuumand supportedthe aet her asthefifthel enent, or
qui ntessence, thet filledtheuni versebeyondthep anetary
spheres. Hedescribedit as unchangi ngw thal nost di vi ne
propertiesappropriatei naregi onpopul atedonl y by t he
fixedstars. Hsfanous cla mthat “Nature abhors a
vacuumi was suppor t ed by a nunioer of curi ous t hought
experinents. For exanpl enatter travel i ngthrougha
vacuumwoul d neet nor esi st ance and hencewoul dtravel at
infinteve ocity. Infact heexp a nednati onbythefact thet
anarrowcont i nues t o nove onl y because t he vacuunmbehi nd
itisfilledbyair novingfromnfront. TheGeekwordis
soneti nes gi venas ai ther. The Fonans appear t o have used
thespd lingaether for thefirst tine Inned evad Shd astic
Phi | osophy t he avoi dance of avoi d becane anoral i ssue
andin1277bel i ef inthevo dvas bri ef| y decl aredaher esy.
Thetermy/ enurmnas usedt odescri betheful | ness of the
uni ver se presunabl y w t h et her, whi ch becane anot her
s lirg

Descartes described auniversefilledw th
whi rl pool s of undet ect abl e et her, and Nevit on specul at ed
thet thepressured ether parti cl escod dexpl ai ntheforced
gravity but he never went on recordw t hany neasur abl e
propertiesof it. After Thonmas Young di scoveredthe
phenonenon of | nt er f er ence, and proposed t hevavet heory

(Cont. Pg 5)
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Skeptic’'s
Archives...

R Buchanan, 7%ie Q7 gri nand Nat ure of
Gost s, [enans and Qectral 111 usi ons @
Grierally. Ay and Faniliar! y Ex-
Pl & ned and /11 ust rat edNanchest er :

Heywood: [c. 1840]. 64 pp.

The aut hor of thissnal | bookl et, Fobert Buchanan (1813-1866), was a
Scottish-bornjournali st andsoci ali st whospent nuchof hi s career i nMinchest er
BEngl and pr onot i ng and def endi ngt he t eachi ngs of Robert Gnen. The bookl et i s
oneof aseriesaf panphl et s publ i shed by Buchananduri nghi s Minchest er peri od,
al of thendea i ngwthei ther overt attacksonrdig onandsuperstitionor wththe
def ense of Qnen’ sbrandof soci al i sm Thoughtherei snopubl i cati ondateonthe
titlepage the Dctiomary of Nt/ oral B agrgohygi ves adat e of 1840.

Theauthor’ snaj or thesisisclearl ystatedonthefirst pagedf thetext:

“The subj ect of spectral illusionsresolvesitselfintothree
dvisios: Arst - thoseill usionswi chari sefrond sorderedstat es
of body and nind, and def ecti ve organi zati on. Second - Those
producedby natural andartificia optica causes. Third- Those
resul tingfrom gnorance, fraud, andi nposture.”

Ater abrief revienof thephysi d ogy of thehunaneyeanditsvisua linntations,
especi al | y under condi ti ons of | owi | | uninati on, Buchanan sunmar i zes t en ghost
storiesvhichhefeel sareduetothefirst of histhreecauses: i.e., etherto
linmtationsof hunanvi sionor tonental hal | uci nati onsi nduced by si ckness or
brai ntunors. The aut hor next summari zes t he f act s concer ni ng conmon
net eor ol ogi cal phenonenat hat cangiverisetooptical illusionsor niragesin
nature. Heillustratesthi ssecondcausew thfiveexanpl es, i ncl udingthevel | -
known “ oectre of t he Brocken” (ashadowonacl oud) andt he “ Fat a Mr gana”
(narror i nageonathinhat surfacel ayer of air.) Hnd ly, theadthorillustrateshi s
thirdcausew thsi x exanpl es of haunti ngsi nwhi chfraudwas ei t her suspect ed at
thetine, but not proven, or i nwhi chtheperpetratorsof thefraudafterwards
confessed

Inh sintroduction, theauthor nakesnod amoorigndity, ind cati ngt hat
thenateria onoptical illusionsinnaturevas!argel ytakenfronthebook Lefters
onNatural My c, publi shedbythe Scottishphysicist, Sr DaidBewster, in
1832, andt hat nost of t he exanpl e haunti ngs (whi chhaveadistinct literary
flavor) weretaken fromthe vol une Ler ters on Lenarnol agy and Wi cherart,
publ i shedby Sr Vel ter Scott i n1830. 1 nkeepi ngw thhi ssoci al i st phi | osophy,
Buchananfurther statesthat hisnotivationinwitingsuchashort workwasto
nakeit af fordabl et ot he aver age wor ki ng nan:

“Thepriceplacesit inthereachof everyone, bei ngt he cheapest
treati seever publ i shedont he soul - harrow ng subj ect s of Gosts
and Denons, inwhichthelight of phil osophy i s nade useof to
illustratethedarkvisitarsaf thespectra anddenoni acal vorld.”

-- WIliamB Jensen
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Wi hthi snewd unet henevsl ettt er begi nsasecti onentitled
TheSaaic’ sAch ve al ookat skeptical witingsfronthe
past. Thecol unmisoriginal, andasfar as| knowuni que. 1t
iswittenfor the (Shy Frofessor Wl I iamB Jensenof the
Uhiversityof Gncinnati. BI1 i sachennst by professi on, and
ahi stori anof sci enceby st udy andt eachi ng. Herei swhat he
has t o say about hi s newdepart ure:

Witingin1872, Sr Henry Hol | and conpl ai ned of
t he unendi ng par ade of superstitious ent husi asns and
pseudosci entificfadsthat seenedtogripthepublic’'s
dtetionpgiodcdly:

“Mesneri ¢ vi si ons and propheci es, clair-
voyance, spirit-rappings, tabl eturningsad
liftings, etc. succeedoneanat her i npopul ar
fashion; wthcerta ninterva sbetweento
alomrior detecti onstobeforgatten, andto
cat cht he credul ous of anew generation.”

Just asirrationd ityrepest severygeneration, sotoonuost the
literatureof skeptici smwhi chservestoconat it. Each
generati onnust fight thebattleanew Apart fromthe
academ c hi story of skepti ci smas a novenent w t hin
vesternphi | asophy, verylittl ehasbeendonetohistorica ly
docunent t he nany books and panphl et s wri tt en by past
skepti cstocontet thespecificirraioditiesof theirtine
Theintent of thiscol umistorecover soneof this ol der
l'iteratureby highlightingeachnont habook or panphl et
fromheauthor’ spersonal cd | ectionof hi storicskeptical
litague

Arocket desi gner naned Wi ght

7 Gl dtravel nuchfaster thanlight. HH
He set out one day
Inare ati vevay,

i Adreturnedtheprevi ous ni ght .
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Too Many Books....
Too Little Time....

At theA ch
by P. J. ORourke
(NewYork: AtlanticMnthly Press, 1998)

ORourkeisat it agai n. Afunny nanandsatiri st asks
the questi on: “Wy are sone countri es soi ndecent|yrich,
whi | einotherspeopl ebarel yscratchaliving?’ Heuseshi s
forei gncorrespondent experi encestopraofil eanunier of
countri es he has vi si ted. He says he knows not hi ng about
econoncs, andi nthat hei sperfectlycorrect andaccurat e.
Thenhegoes ontoexp ai necononicstous, sinceitisall very
si npl eandeveryoneknowsi t. Thisisafairly hunorous book
wthanoccasi onal shrewdi nsi ght or doservation. It isfunto
read, but don' t expect tol earnanythi ng, unl essyouhavet he
know edge of gl obal geographytosort sense fromonsense.
And nonsense i s scatt eredt hroughout t hese pages | i ke
chi ckendroppi ngsinanAricanfarmyard.

Let ne pronounce sone t r ut hs: nobody knows why
sonecountriesarepoor andathersrich. If weknewthat, no
peopl e woul drenai npoor. Neit her does anyone knowi f t he
vorl di s overpopul at ed, or shortlytobeoverpopul ated. In
fact, nobody has def i ned“over popul ation” asaclearly
neasur abl e concept. Nor does anyone know i f theworl d s
envi ronnent canw t hst and t he hunan popul ation, or i f
technd ogy i sdestroyi ngthegl obei nonevay or anather. The
ansver s, what ever they nay be, aresurenct tobesinpl e. It
isnat that sonepeop esaresnart andotherstoost up dt oget
rich. Presi dent Bonzo' s sinpl ereci petofol l owthefree
nar ket i sn't guaranteedtonakeyouricheither. Nor canyou
blameit on“cul ture,” wthsone peopl e havi ngj ust t he
wongcul turetoprosper. Véreal ly, trulydon't know any
nor e t han we knowa cur e f or cancer or t he cormon col d.
Fankly, | thinktheseareeasi er tofi ndthanacurefor vorl d
poverty.

ORourketakesusonatriptocountries of good
capitaismthel§ andbadcapitalism Abania, tryingto
contrast thetwo. Bothhaveabso utel yfreenarkets, but in
A bani athei r recent introducti onhas| edtoaconpl et e break
downof theeconony. But, then, Abani @ searlier repressi ve
soci a i st econonydidnot bringanyprosperityeither. Nris
it verypreciseclanthelBhasafu lyfreenarket. Thereare
nany and necessaryrestrai ntsontrade. Orugs, bothl egal
andillegal, a cohal, andnany ot her t hi ngs are subj ect to
naj o linits.
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O Rour ke al sotakes us ona journey t o good
soci al i sm Snaeden, and bad soci al i sm Quba. Saedeni s
reallyacapitalist or freenarket society, wthavery
ext ensi vesoci a wel faresystem ORourkethi nksthey’ ve
overdoneit andareonadowhi || slide. Giba, of course,
l'ivedunder acapitalist systemuntil 1959 i nwhi ch
prosperityfor theri chdependedont hecount ry havi nghal f
of the Ussugar i nport quota. WenGastrodidn't doaswe
vant ed hi nt o, we cut the sugar subsi di es. Soci a i st Quba
depended onRussi anl argesse, till that nati ondeci dedto
install thefreenarket systemandthey cut t hesubsi di es.
CGypitalist Rissiafe | onbedtinesinshort order.
ORourkei saconservative, whocl earl y bel i eves
thesd utiontothevorl d spovertyprodl ensaresinpl e. If
everyonej ust wor ked hard, act edresponsi bly, andwere
alonedtodotheir onnthingwe dal | beconerich. Heis
al sorenarkabl yopti msticabout theworl d sfuture. G
coursefor af orei gncorrespondent, wiocanaffordtostay
inthebest hotel snonatter i nwhi chthirdworl dcountry,
andhirehel pandinterpreterswthout aski ngthecost, the
vorl ddoes | ook agreat pl acetoroam
—\l f Roder

Alatis, theAnks I utior Theld scovery of
uthAneri caasthe Legerdary ot i nert of Al ant/ s
by Janes M Al | en
(NewYork: . Martin' s Press, 1998)

Alenfindsthenuchsearchedafter continent of
AlantisinSouthAnerica, andnakesthe &t/ 4/ ano(hi gh
dprepan) of Bliviathesiteof thefab edcity. | don't
thinkhegat it right anynarethanearlier witers. For that
natter | don't thinklater witerswll findthel ocati onof
Alatise ther. Let neexplainat | ength.

Thestoryof Alantisisnot rea lyal egend, but a
storytoldby P atoinhisninor di al ogues @7/ ¢/asand
77 os. R at ow ot eabout aw derangedf topi cs, incl udi ng
paitics, ethics, nathenatics, thed ogy, andthearts, but he
wasnat i nthehabit of transmttinghi story, or historica
| egends. Hedi dascribethisstorytoSo onwo, sohe says,
brought i f fromheEgypti ansahundredyearsearlier. Rato
istheonlysourcefor thisrather conpl extal e. Noother
sourceexi sts. | nconsequence, thereisreasontobel i eve
RaoinvertedtheertireAl anti sstorytonakeapoi nt about
thenaturedf agoodcivili zati onandj ust governnent. | f the
AlatisstaryisasnuchfictionasR a0 sGuwve, thereisno
senseinl ooki ngfor thisplaceintherea vorld.

AlenidetifiestheislandAlanti sasthewd edf
South Anerica, andl ocatestheGtyof Alantisat 12,000
feet d evati onnear Lake Roopoandt herui ns of Ti ahuanaco.

Heidentifiesthe Al anteanswththei nvasi onaof t he sea-
peopl es ar ound 1200 BCEduri ngtherul e of Egypti an Ki ng
Raneses I I 1. Their i medi at e descendants are t he
Phoeni ci ans, soAlenl ooksfor Anericanfeat ures anongt he
them andf or Fhoeni ci anaspect s of Anericancivilizations.
Tofindt hese correspondences he shuf f | es f act s and dat a
rather fredy, ahd | narkof thehi stori cd pseudo-sci entist. He
draws onf eat ures of the Nort h Aneri can Azt ec and Maya
soci etiesaswel | asonthe SouthAneri canlnca. Azt ecwords
like“atl” isput together wth“andes” toget Alantis(p. 10),
whenschol arstakeit for grant edtheword cones fromt he
nyt hol ogi cal giant Alaswhocarriestheworldonhis
shoul ders. P ato’ sninethousandyearstinelineis
transf ornedi nt 090001 unar nonths (p. 13) tonakeit fit wth
t he sea peopl es i nvasi on. Theanci ent uni t of neasur enent ,
thestadi on, beconesinthehands of Alenahal f-stadi on(p.
22); never nindtherewas a @ eek, Roman, and Egypti an
stadi on, eachdifferent. The pl uned headgear of a Miyan
nobl enanresentl es t hei nage of aPri nce of Ghossos ont he
Med tarraneani slandof Gete(Ratespp. 70-71). And, yes,
t he sea- peopl es vor ef eat her head- dresses (F g pp. 14, 67) as
di dpresunabl ythe Al ant eans.

AlendransonB blical storiestol ocatethel andof
@hirinAlantis, i.e inSuthAerica Gld, silver, copper
and or/ chal curmver e carri ed fromt he hi ghl ands of Bol i via
dontheRodelaRata acrosstheAlantic, aroundArica
toJudea. Theancest ors of t he Phoeni ci ans t hus supposed y
carriedonavery active, annual trade bet ween Sout h
Anerica, theeasternMditerranean, andthe RedSea. Al en
has us bel i eve t hat west ern Sout h Aneri cawasthi s wel |
knomntocl assica civilization Surely, suchhistorywoul d
havel eft noretracesinthearchaed ogi cal andhi stori cal
recordsthanthetwo short descriptions by the great
phi | osopher.

Alenhasreadal ot about cl assical antiquity, andhe
has searchedintheliterat ureof Anericancivilizations. L ke
S0 nany pseudo- sci enti st s he has no under st andi ng of noder n
ar chaedl ogy, about t he pai nst aki ng sear chf or evi dence and
theneedfor | ogi cal coherence, theneedtofit eventsinto
definitetinesandpl aces. M encycl opedi a, for i nstance,
provi des dat es for Ti ahuanacofron300t0900AD alittle
latefor Phoenicians. It sinplydoesnot dotovander al | over
t he nap and dr awf r omany whi ch ti ne.

Sonetrue skepticsw | not believe |

anythingtheyread. It getstheminto |

. rea troubl evherethecity has post ed

?» “ NOPARKI NG’ si gns.

—bi o-ast rol oger Esner al davon
Lowenzahn- Cent del i on
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From AETHER pg. 1

of light, theether becaneahot topi cagai ni nni neteenth
century physi cs. Wiat exactl ywasit out therei nspacewhi ch
carriedthoseli gt vaves. ThistinetheLunini ferous & her
becane a sci enti fi ¢ concept whi ch Janes G er k Mixwvel |
foundfit inperfectl ywththewaveequati onsthat heusedto
describethepropertiesdf hi snewd ectronagneticfie d Bren
Hel ena B avat sky di scoursedonthe et her whi chshefel t was
apart of the Akasa. The et her was a nar vel ous hypot heses,
but still onebasedonzeroconfirnatoryevi dence. Mchel son
and Mor | ey t wo Aner i can physi ci st s desi gned a f anous
experi nent whi ch showedt hat the et her hadnoeffect onthe
speeddf light. Thisisexact!ywnat B nstei nproposedi nthe
Theoryof Rl ativityandt hespaceti neuni ver sehedescri bed
had noneedfor et her.

The di scovery of the quantumeffect andits
appl i cati onby Bw n Schr 6di nger toel ectronvaveswthhi s
vave nechani cs produced a probabi | i ty based uni versefar
renoved f romt he hi ghl y det er nnned parti cl e uni ver se of
Newt on. I nthisnewworldenpty space becane a very

conpl ex pl acefillednot wthaformof natter, but wtha

varietyd interactingfie dswthanunier of counterinutive

properties. The newquant umel ect r odynam cs proposed a

spacefilledwthvirtual waveswhi chcaninteract toform

virtud particles. Vlerethefid dsarestrongnatter existsad
vwhereenergyisavail abl ethevirtual particl es canbecone
pernanent. 1n1948, Hendri k Gasi mir, aDut ch Physi ci st,
proposedthat if netal pl ates were brought very cl ose
toget her, theywoul dexcl udeany vi rtual waves shorter than
thedi stance betweenthepl ates. Wt hwaves ontheout si de
and nowaves ont hei nsi de, the pl at es shoul d be pul | ed
together byaverytinyforce. Arecent experinental test of
t hi s hypot hesi s not onl y found t he predi ct ed f orce, but
neasuredit tow thi none percent of theforcepred ctedby
quant urmel ect r odynanics.

But doesthi sneant hat physi cs has deci dedt hat the
ol d et her hypot hesi s adds sonet hi ng t o what we knowof
virtua waves? V@l | oneanti quari andoes. Dr. Fank WI czek
woteanarticlein Aysics 7Todayproposi ngt hat nodern
quantunfiel dtheoryisad rect descendant of theether. If the
ether referredtowas theonerefl ectedinMxwel |’s
equati ons, thennoharndoneas| ongasthei ssuereststhere.
Al of those ot her et hers bef ore Mixwel | were f or ng of
natter, not forcefiel ds. Sonewerefl ui dand conti nuous
otherswereatomsti candparticul ate.

Aqui ck check of theinternet wil showthat ether isa

very popu ar pseudosci enti fi cconcept popd ar i nthefi e dsof
NewEner gy, Alternati ve Physi cs, Theosophy, and nungr ous
other forng of specu ati vesci enceandsci entifi cnet aphysi cs.
Youw || findUnifiedH el dTheori es basedonGeek At her,
expl anati ons of G op d rcl es, Honeopat hy, and ot her
inportant real world nysteries. DpesPhysicsred | yneedal |

5

of the baggage carri edbyt he et her? Quant umH el d Theory
shou df orget about itsill-defi nedancest or andl eavei t i nthe
hands of Aet hr o- Kl nenat i cs andt he ot her NewSci ences.
For further researcht akeal ook at

http: // vy aet hro-ki nenat i cs. comive_sites. htnh .

i, sy
he, 1 A .'
I L
PO AL N,
w : I“

“Thereare 3 ki nds of Li es:
Li es, Dammed Li es.
&l aistics.”

[

enst o
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Roi nt/ Gunterpaoint:

“AnewBr i ti shstudy suggest sthechi | drenof
nen exposedtoradi ati onwhi | eworki ngat nucl ear
plantsaretwceas!ikel ytodevel opl eukema.” (Aew
Sy ar/st, Ny 29)

“Chil drenof workersinthenucl ear i ndustry
areat nohi gher ri skof | elkennaand ot her cancersthan
thegenera popul ati on, accordi ngtotheresultsof a
| arge Kstudy. ” ( 77¢ Larcer, Jun. 5)

These cont radi ct ory | eads cover ed t he sane
st udy publ i shedi ntheMy 29 &2/ t/ shMdf cal Jourral .
Researchersdi dfindanincreasedrateof | eukemain
chi | drenwhosef at her swor kedi nthenucl ear i ndustry.
However, thetota nunier of | eukennacases was very
| ow andtheresearchers concl uded, “Qreral |, the
fi ndi ngs suggest that t hei nci dence of cancer and
| eukaem a anong chi | dren of nucl ear i ndustry
enpl oyeesi ssiml ar tothat i nthegenerd popd aion.”

Sastica Asessmt &rvice

Tinefor Qi ne?
“Pol | : 61%Favor Juveni | e @i ne Preven-
tion” ranaChi cago Tri bune headl i ne on My 20.
Theinplicationisthat 39%onot favor juvenil e
crine prevention. Rer haps we shoul d expect asharp
upturninthecrinefiguresintheconingnont hs?
Sastica Asessmt &rvice
SasQae -
BrianMrsden, director of HarvardUhiversity' s
Mnor A anet Center, ont he chances of asteroi d
1999ANIO hi ttingthe Earthin2027. “As
l'i kel y as shoat i nganarrowt hrought he keyhal e of
your front door that thentravel sthrought hefront-
door keyhal e of t he house acrassthestreet andout
throughi t s back-door keyhal e.”
Sastica Asessmt &rvice
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Feng Shui (from pg 1)

excl usi ve provi nce of Chi nese practiti onerswho devot ed
their livestoitsstudy, fengshui has nonbeconet hel at est
gimmck i nthe arrmanent ari umof Vésterninterior
Oesi ger's.

Feng shui began as a minor aspect of Taoi st and
Buddhi st phi | osophy basedonthe bel i ef that energy (g,
pronounced “chee”) conesfromheearth. Heal th, weal th,
and gener al good f ort une coul d be acqui redt hrought he
pr oper nanagenent of thi senergy. Rroper rel ati onshi pswth
nature sel enents (earth, fire, wnd, vater andnetal ) and
wthone' sfamly, onesel f, andot her peopl everethought to
pr onot e good f ort une. The pri nci pal nodern
(hi nese use of fengshui appearstobeasanai d
tonaki ngauspi ¢i ous chai cesi nthesd ecti onand
desi gnaf bui | di ngs.

Thepracticevas|imtedtothe Chi nese
until LinYun, aTai wanese, founded a group
calledthe B ack Sect. Li nYunusedbits and
pi eces of vari ous Asi anphi | asophi esi ncl udi ng
feng shui as abasi s for hi s own phi | osophy.
Al t hough nany vi ewLi n Yun as t he guru of t he
fengshui novenent, he hi ngel f has downpl ayed
that noti on. I naspeechhenadetwoyearsagoin
Tai van, hesai dthet hisfd |l onerswerebetter off listeningto
t hensel ves thantohim Heevencal | ed hi nsel f The G eat
I npost or, sayi ngt hat 99%of ever yt hi ng he had ever sai dwas
wong. Neverthel ess, practitionersinthelnitedSatesaoften
viewlinYunasanauthorityinthefiel d

Sriousschd arsof fengshu beievethet it ded swth
rel ati onshi psw thothersandwthnature: whenthose
rel ati onshi psaregood, goodfortunew! | fd low Thenat ural
envi ronnent i sseenas characteri zedby poverful, invisib e
energy, bathpositi veandnegati ve. |f youaread etoarrange
your | i feandyour stuff sothat goodenergy fl ows ar oundyou
har noni ousl y and t he “ poi son arrows” of bad energy are
defl ected, goodfortunew || coneyour way and msf ort une
nay be avoi ded.

Feng shui i s deepl y i nfl uenced by t he anci ent
hi nese nati onof bal ance bet weent he cosnc pri nci pl es of
Yinand Yang. Yinrepresentstheenergy of femninity,
dar kness, and passi vity; yangt he ener gy of nasculinity,
light, andaction Thegoa isnat toeininetee ther one, but
toarriveat anappropri at e bal ance betweenthetwo. Feng
shui vi ews a streamt hat neander s here and t her e down a
val | ey as good ener gy, and a harsh| andscape | i kethe
Badl ands as bad ener gy. Posi ti ve and negat i ve ener gy nust
be kept i nbal ance by hunan acti on.

Thepractical suggestionsof fengshui areai nedat
creati ngthi sbal ance. Theyi ncl udepl aci ngahousewthits
backtovardahil |, sothat thebackof thehouseispratected
I deal I y t he house shoul d f ace a st reamor | ake. Wien

6

choosi ngthesiteof ahouse, areas onceusedfor graveyards
or for religiousbuil dingsof any ki ndshoul dbe avoi ded.
SQuchpl aces aret hought t obe subj ect t onegat i ve ener gy.
Negat i ve nour ni ngener gy i s associ at edw t h graveyar ds,
for exanpl e. Smlarly, onewoul dnot want topl aceahouse
near anexi sti nggraveyard, church, or tenpl e. Seepl eson
chur ches ar et o be avoi ded because t hey ar e shar pl y
poi nted, associ at edw thbadenergy. Ingeneral, po ntsand
shar p edges ar e consi deredt o bri ng msf ort une. Power
transmttersandfactori esarea sotobeavo ded, because
t hey pr oduce bad ener gy.

Adwel I'i ng’ s nai ndoor shoul dnot faceatal |
bui | dingor | argetree, becauset hat woul dbl ock
good ener gy fromconm ng i nto t he house. A
shot gunhouse, several roonsal | |ined upsoyou
coul dfireashotguni nthefront door andout the
back door, i stobeavoi ded. si nce good ener gy
comnginthefront door wll flos nastraigt line
throughal | theroons and out t he back door .
hi nes near thefront door wil hel pprevent that,
si ncet hey keep good ener gy i nt he house.

There aretwo nai nschoal s of fengshui .
ne ori gi nat ed i n sout her n Chi na, wheret he
| andscapei s quitevaried. Thi s school i s basedonthe
i nfluencedf net urd o ectsinthel andscapeonenergyfl ow
Lat er fengshui wastakenuphby peop el i vingfarther north,
werethel andscapeisflatter. Hrefengshu practiti oners
depended on conpasses sai dt o det er ni ne wher e t he good
energyl ay.

Today conpasses ar e usedt o det er mhne propi ti ous
pl acenent of beds, mrrors, bathroons, and ot her
househol d obj ects. Wsi ngdate of birth, theower’s
“drection’ isestadished, axdthenthed recti oni susedto
det er nine ot her pl acenents. Apersonwthaneastern
direction, for exanpl e, i sadvi sedtosl eepwthhisor her
headtowardtheeast. Mgi c nunibersareal soused. If the
owner’ s nunber i s determnedtobefour, for exanpl e, he
shoul ddothingsinfours. Thedatethebui | di ngwas bui | t
a soi ni ncl udedi nfengshui cal cul ati ons.

Fengshui dividesall of natureintofivee enants,
vater, wood, fire, earthandneta (bel | sandchi nes). The
el ement sareassoci atedwthcol ors. Hre' scol or i sred,
earth'scd or ishlack. Sonecad orsarenorepositivethan
others. Geenispositive, but bl ueisnegative. Fengshui
requi resthat abal ance be kept betweent he posi ti ve and
negati vecd orsinorder tocontra thefl omof goodenergy.
B ackandwhiteisanespecial | yfortuitous conination
becauseit al l onsthebal anci ngof darkandl i ght.

RU es, whi chvaryfronpractiti oner topractiti oner,
drect thep aci ngandsi zedf furni tureandot her househa d
ob ects. Mrrorsareconsi deredespeci al | y pot ent because
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they canrefl ect bad energy, wardi ngoff “poi sonarrows.”
Becauset hey refl ect badenergy, they arenct pl acedwhere
youw | | seethemtoocl osely. Amirror shoul dnat be pl aced
whereyouw | | seeyour reflecti onwhenyouget upinthe
norni ngfor fear of scaringthewtsout of youfor therest of
theday.

Books nust not be kept on open bookshel ves wher e
t he bad ener gy i nthencanfl owout of t hem nt ot he house.
Keepi ngbooks i nanareathat canbecl osedof f tokeepthe
badenergy i nsi dei s advi sed.

Twot ool s ar e bei ng used nowt o hel p di agnose and
correct pl acenent probl ens. heis afengshui tape
neasur e, afancy versi onof anornal tapeneasurew th
i nches down one si de and decor at ed wi t h Chi nese
characters. TheBaGuaisapl asticpd ygonwt hedgest hat
represent thenaj or areasof life career, knowedge, fannly,
veal th, fane, narriage, children, andbenefactors. Dck' s
BaGiadangl esfromaroundcrystal onred(al ucky col or)
cord. TheBaGuaitselfiscla nedtobringgoodfortune, by
attracti nggoodenergy andd ssi patingbad. Itisdigedwth
adraw ng of the house under i nspectionfor

thesel ecti onandcareof pets. Thenunter of pets, theki nd
of pet, whereyoukeepitisall determnedbytheower’s
di recti on and nunier. Adog subj ect ed t o a f eng shui
andl ysi s becausedf bad ti ngitsfoodwas brought i nout of the
garagevwhereit hadbeenfed (right next toanautonobil e,
power f ul sour ce of bad energy) and gi ven newcr ockery
bow's, pottedp ants, andamrror i nap easant corner i nsi de
thehouse. It isreportedtohavecorrecteditseati nghabits.

Pet s can be chosent o enhance one’ sfortune. FH sh,
thefruit of theocean, areasyniol of noney and bring
prosperity. Heal thy, goodpetsincrease good ener gy; si ck,
bad ani nal s decr ease good ener gy.

Ther e ar e t wo basi ¢ ways i n whi ch houses can be
i nproved usi ng feng shui . Thefirst i s naki ng physi cal
rearrangenent s: novi ng doors, w ndows, cuttingdown
treesthat bl ockthefront door. Thesecondi spl acingsnal | er
o ectstohd pdi ssi patethebadenergyif thearchitecture
and | andscape can’'t bechanged. If thetreecan't becut
down, amrror canbepl acedtoreflect itsenergysothat it
von't bl ockyour life. @ crystal sor lightscou dbeusedto
bal ancetheenergyflow GQystal ballsare

Y

ener gy probl ens and used t o di vi de t he house
inoareasrel atedtoeachof thenaj or prod ens.
Then when a pr obl emneeds t o be addr essed,
changes can be nade t he t he ar ea of t he house
correspondi ngt ot he probl em

Suppose t hat you ar e havi ng fi nanci al
difficuties, andafengshui surveydf your house
shovwsthat thel aundryisinthe“weal th’ area
Youmght beadvi sedtoput greenpot plantsin
thel aundry, tobringtheenergy of grovt ht oyour
financial affairs. Happily, if thereisnot enoughlight for
livingp atsinthelaundry, artificid sil koneswl | verkj ust
asve .

Feng shui canbe appli edtonany areas of |ife,
i ncl udi ngnayj or feast s. Hrearesuggesti onsfor aauspi ci ous
Thanksgi vi ngdi nner. Wearedcl ot hand napki ns. Bal ance
thed shesonthetabl e, i nsteadof crowndi ngthemal | a one
end. Wseanarrangenent of freshfl oners. Use candl es,
i deal | yonecand efor eachpersonat thetabl e. Tabl enat s
shoul dbe square, not rectangul ar, si nce squar es repr esent
earth. Hates pl aced onthe nat s shoul d be round, to
represent heaven. Theturkey, shoul dgoonayel | onpl atter,
because yel | owi sal ucky cal or. Theneal shoul dconsi st of
ni ne courses i ncl udi ngri ce, enbl emof prosperity. In
add tion, placead shof vater handyfor your gueststothrow
coi nsinto. §and back andwat cht he good ener gy and snal |
change pour i n!' Thi s mxt ure of reasonabl e conmon sense
i deas, arbitrarysuggesti onsandl ucky nuntersistypica of
fengshu advi ce.

Fengshui i nitsnodernversionisa sohel pful wth

7

t hought t o break up concentrati ons of bad
energy anddi sperseit evenly.
Heavy obj ect sl i kerocks and st at ues canbe
used t o wei gh down hi gh ener gy ar eas so
thet theenergyisstabilized Q, if thereis
not enough energy i n an area, novi ng
obj ects | i ke nobi | es, w ndsocks and
decorativeflagscanbeusedtoactivate
good ener gy and pushout badenergy. Soto
i nproveashaky narital rel ati onship, one
mght put rocks the area of t he houserepresentingthe
narriage, tostabilizetherd ati onshi p. Andt henadd house
plantstohel pthere ati onshi pgrow Hangi ngachi nei nthe
saneareawoul dattract goodenergytothenarri age.

Theeffect of all theseeffortscanbegreatly
enhanced by rei nf orci ngt hem Rei nf or cenent cani ncl ude
spokenprayersor nantrasrepeat edni neti nes each. It can
al soi ncl ude use of the body: hol di ng your handsina
prayerful positionwhilesayingtheni neprayers. Ritting
greenpl antsintheweal thareacof your housew || hel p, but
theeffect wil begreatl yincreasedif youuseyour mndto
reinforcetheeffect, “visual i zi ng’ noney comngi ntoyou.
Accordi ngtoonefengshui expert, puttingasol utiontoa
probl em npl acew | | beabout 10%effective. Bt i f youuse
rei nf orcenent, effecti venessw |l bei ncreased 120%

D ck concl udesthat agreat deal of conmon sense
advi cei shandedout ¢l athedi ntheesateri cgarbaf fengshu .
Feng shui suggest i ons nay hel p abel i ever because of a
pl acebo ef f ect and becauset hey ar e good every day advi ce
Bvenanunbel i ever nay profit fromthel atter. Li ke nany

=
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anci ent systens of propitiati onadoptedfor noder nuse,
fengshui i sapotpourri of good advi ce, nonsense, and
pseudosci ence.

For anl nternet - besedi ntroducti ontofengshui, visit
theSkeptic sDctiomarya http// skepd c. comif engshui . ht nh,
Thereyouw | | findlinkstobothskeptica andcredul ous
apprai sal sof fengshui, aswel | as evi denceof conflicting
appr oaches anong f eng shui adher ent s. --
Reported by M rgi ni aJergens, wthhel pfromB adBonham

A Puzzefor Thinkers
A ways t hought narri age was f ool i shness.

Wenfirst thenarri ageknot vastied
bet ween ny wi f e and ne,
Her agedi dmine as far exceed, as
threep usthreeexceedsthree;
But whenthreeyearsand hal f three
year s we nan and wi f e had been
Qur agesvereinratiothenastwel ve
istothrteen

AT

l'h
'l

A
i L,f

"~._

BianBolt in AN henat/ cal Raaora’s Boxcal I sthis
anancient ridd e. Howol dwerethey onthei r weddi ng

day?

Sl utiontol ast nonth' s puzzl e:

The nunioer of st udent s who't ook t he examnust
bedivisibleby 3, by 4, by6, andby 8tohavethe
fractions of the cl ass bewhol e nunibers. The onl 'y
nuntoer whi chful fillsthat requi renent andi s30or | ess
is24. Thus8studentsgot aB 6aC 4ah and3anF
Wi chleavesthreestudentstoget anA

0 0
\ / Mrkyorcdendasfor T 7/
;va Sat ur day August 28. Gva
Food Fun! Ta k!
Theannual picnicwl!| behel dat t he hone of
Roy Auer bach

Irvitati onswthnaps
wll benai |l edshortly.

vt ch your nai | box
fayar/mtaiar!

0 0
N/ ART Business N/
AVA AVA

The Associ ati onfor Rati onal Thought
Annual Report, 1998 - 1999

Freparedby\lrgrlaJergens Secretary
Thi s year’ s annual report omts reports fromour

I nvestigations (Gficer, Rchard MG ath, and our Medi a
Resour ces Goor di nat or Joe Gast ri ght, bot h of whomsuf f er ed
heal t hprobl ens duri ngtheyear. | amhappytoreport that bothare
nendi ng.

Total vol unteer hoursreportedby ART. officersfor
1998 - 1999was 358. Thisfigurevastlyunderestinatesthetine
donatedtoART. byitshardworki ngofficersduri ngtheyear.

Rresi dent’ s Report

The 1998- P vyear of AR T. was confiortabl y nore of the
sane. V& conti nuedtoissue anexcel | ent newsl etter both
i nf ornat i ve and hunor ous. Qur programhi t acoupl e of rough
spatsthroughl ast ninutecancel | ati ons, but therangeof topi csvas
extrenel yinterestingandeducational, i ncludi ngFeng Shui ,
bi onagneti sm B gfoot in(hi o, andevenata konthe“al ar in
appl es” scareof tenyearsago. | | ook forwardtoanequal |y
interestinglistinthenex yeer.

Qur web site continues to evol ve as a pol i shed
professi ondl emssaryfor critica thought andour organi zati on. It
isacha lengetoliveuptoitsinaged us.

Theyear hasrunsnoot hl ythroughtheacti onsandefforts
of al theofficersof theorgani zati on, andl thankthem Wi | eve
di dn't necessari |y break any newgroundt hi s year, wet ook care of
thenai nbusi ness of theorgani zati onwthstyl e. Hoursworkedon
behal f of ART. unavai | abl e. - Roy Auerbach, Fresi dent.

M ce- Rresi dent’ s Report

Msvicepresident, | filledinforourillustri ous Rresi dent
at oneregul ar nenfoer shi pneeti ng. e of thereal perksof bei ng
ontheexecutivecounci | i sattend ngthosebi nont hl 'y neet i ngs,
bel ngi nvol vedi nt he wor ki ngs and nachi nat i ons of our venerabl e
organi zati onand
reapi ngt hebenefi t s of havi ngconput er expertstoi nterrogeat e about
vari ous conput er probl ens, whi chl took ful | advant ageof. But
probal ythenast i nportant thingl di dasvi cepresi dent thi syear
was to |l earn howA R T. works and what our needs as an
organi zationare. | | ook forwardtodo ngnoreof thesaneinthe
comngyear. Hbursworkedonbehal f of AR T. unavail abl e-Nurit
Bowran, M ce- Fresi dent .

Treasurer’ s Report

As of June 30, 1998t he checkbook bal ance was $644. 43
wthnooutstandi nghills. Thisyear’ shba anceis$15%4. 38, agai n
wthnounpai dhbills.

| ncone:
Menber shi p Dues $1, 260. 00
Gash Donat i ons 1,235.00
| n-Ki nd Donat i ons 557. 14
Vb Donat i ons 600. 00
Tota | ncone 3,652. 14

Expenses:

Mentoer shi p
Rost age 241. 25
Rintingof Noti ces 30.71
Rintingof Hyers 8. 50
P.Q Box Rental 58.00
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Nevel etter
Bul k M | 230.00
Rost age 115.51
Rirting 1, 074. 07
Labd s 25.43
P ogr ans
Gffee 75. 56
Guest Ml s 75. 16
Qher
Vb Expenses 685. 00
Mscel | aneous 5.00
Total Expenses 2,702.19
Net | ncone 9. B

Gonparedw thl ast year’ s i ncone and expenses, dues were
unchanged, cashdonati ons excl udi ngt he web i ncr eased about
$400, andi n-ki nd donat i ons decr eased by about $200. Menfoer shi p
expenses decr eased about $500duetofever flyers, newsl etter
expenses decr eased about $500 duet of ewer i ssues and pr ogr ans
i ncr eased by about $100. Vb expenses exceeded donat i ons by
about $100. | spent about twenty hour s keepi ngt he books, pl us ny
tineat executi veneetings. -RckRairie Treasurer

Secretary’ s Report

Assecretary, | took minutes at executive council and
nener shi pneeti ngs andenteredthemin A R T.' sofficial
records. | distribut edcopi es of executivecounci | minutesand
actionliststocounci| nenbers. | cd | ectedreportsfronoffi cerson
their activitiesfor thepast year and preparedt heannual report
requi redby our by-1aws. | nai ntai nedanddi stri but edanexecuti ve
counci | nenper address | i st and sent neetingrenindersto
nentoer s of t he counci | .

Inaddition, | wotearticlesfor thenewsl etter
summari zi ngtheta ks of thespeakersat ART. neetingsthi syear.
| woteseverd articlesfor thenevsl etter sunmari zi ngexecuti ve
counci | and nenber shi p neeti ng busi ness. | obt ai ned and
revi ened docunent s requi redtofil efor tax exenpt recognition
statuswththelnternad RevenueSrvice. | preparedal i st of wat

we

needtodoand hownuchit wll cost toberecogni zed. | prepared
four i ssues of thenewsl etter (publi shedwhen! was editor) for
pl acenent onthewebsite. | havesi xnarei ssuestoprepare. | a so
hel ped set upfor regul ar nenber shi p neeti ngs. M vol unt eer
hoursfor thepast ART. year, July 1, 1998- June30, 1999 vere
130-Mrg niaJergens, Scretary.

Menber shi p Secretary’ s Report

The past year sawani ncreasei n nentoer shi p f r omabout
80nenersto9at thetineof thisreport. Thisoccurredwtha
| oss of about 10 nenfer s duringthe sane period. AR T. has
nai nt ai ned an annual nentoer shi pfee of $15, but al so asks f or
donat i ons beyondthi sfee.

A our current spendi ngl evel we need a nentoer shi p of
over a hundr ed nenber s t o support t he organi zati on from
nenfer shi p f ees al one. The donat i ons above t he $15 are very
i nportant toour surviva andl especi a | ythankeveryonefor thei r
generosi ty. Hoursworkedonbehal f of AR T. unavai | abl e. - Roy
Auer bach, Menfber shi p Secretary.

Meet i ng O gani zer and ProgramChai r’ s Report

W staggeredabit inthisthirdyear of 10 nont hl'y
prograns. Acoupl e of schedul i ngprobl ensat thestart of theyear
createdatai | -spinthat cast adefinitehand-to-nauthfed i ngover
thesecondhal f of theyear. Under theci rcunst ances, production
and distributionof anAnnual Programf|yer wasn't possi bl e.
Infornati onavai | dl efor i ncl usi oni nthenevel etter andfor usein
pressrel easesvas d soscarcetononexi sternt. Apod ogi esa | around.

Nevert hel ess, wepresentedni neinterestingandvari ed
pr ograns (onereschedul edduet oveat her). At endancewas st rong
(especidlyinligt of littl eadvancei nfarnati onfor soneneeti ngs),
runni ngi ntherangeof 15- 24 nenrerspl usonetofour visitorsat
every neeting. This!|evel of visitorshipisanewdevel opnent -
thankst ot hose of youwhoaredoi ngtherecrui t nent vord-of - nout h

thrg

Partici pationintheneeti ng-after-the-neeti ng(l uchl) vas
a sostrong—whi chisgood‘ causeit’ sanessertia part of howe
pay f or the spaceat Janes Tavern. Al but one of our speakerswas
abl etoj o nusand, asal vays, theconversati onswerelivelyand
entertaining. |f you reanewnener, thisisagoodwaytoget to
knowat her fal ks, thei r qui rksandthel r passi ons. Hourswor ked on
behal f of AR T. unavai | abl e. - Brad Bonham Met i ng O gani zer
and ProgramChai r.

Nevsl etter Editor’ s Report
I ssues of the Newsl etter appearedfor Aug./ Sept., Gt/
Nov., Dec./Jan., Feb./Mr., Apr./ My andJune/ July, al t oget her
seveni ssues. | anticipat esi xbi nont hl yi ssuesfor theyear 1999
2000.
Eaxchi ssuegererd |y consi stedof theseparts:
(D Gxrtainshort piecesinal or nest i ssues: anatto, coment s
by bi o-astrol oger Esneral da, alinerick, apuzzl e.
(2) Longer regul ar pi eces: areport ontheneeti ngpresentati ons
(al wittenby D nny Jergens), athoughtful col unm, an
ataid.
(3) Various, nostlyshort, but sonel onger pi eces: news drawn
nostlyfronthelnternet.
(4) Reportsonexecuti veconmitteeneeti ngs, e ectionresults,
etc.
(5) Announcenent s of the next t wo upcon ng neet i ng pr ogr ans
or topics.
(6) Anenter shi pappl i cati onandcontri buti onform
M ssing are |l ocal news and comment s on i di oci es
committedbythelocal news nedia. Your editor sinplyisnot
sufficientlyhookedintothel ocal scene. Any hel pwoul d be
gyrec aed
Recent nevsl etter costs havetotal edabout $205. 91 per
i ssue, i ncluding: Arinting250copi esat WS(i ncl udi ng$8. 72t ax)
$154. 12. Rost age, about $36. 50 Eachi ssue’ sshareof bul knai | fee
$12. 14, (Next year thisw | be$14. 17.) Mi | i ngtwo dozen copi es
of eachissuetoC3 AdPfor their newsl etter exchange program
(They send us nevsl ettersfromot her skepticsgroupsinreturn)

$3.15

| spent about 138hoursonthenevsl etter duri ngt heyear,
pl us execut i ve counci | neeti ngs. Donna Loughr y wor ked about 70
hour s, pl us executi vecounci | neetings. -Vl f Roder, Newsl etter
Eita.

Wb S te and SANEE Mii | Li st Manager’ s Report

A thebegi i ngof | ast year, thewebsiteande-nail |ist
verenot i ngood shape, as nei ther hadahone. But several AR T.
nentoer s pool edt hel r resour ces and bought spaceon e Net for a
year, whi chiswhereour websiteisnow Thee-nail |ist SANE
(Skeptical AeaNetwork Efort) i snai ntai nedi nexchangefor
advertisingonQeli st.

Thebasi cstructuredf thewebsitehasrena nedt he sane,
wthafewaddi ti ons. Miny of thenevsl ettersarenowavai | abl eon
line, wthnoreontheway. Thelinks secti onhas beenexpanded. |t
isnantai nedwthasuted progransthat | obtai nedfreefronthe
net. Wththeseprograns | canadd, nodi fy, andrenovel i nks and
categoriesaof |inks, andrebu | dthepagesfromany renatel ocati on.
(The prograns t hensel ves ar e prot ect ed by apassvor dt o keep ot her
peopl ef rommodi fyi ngt he pages. ) Vari ous mnor changes have al so
been nade.

Accessestothewebsitehavegrowntrenendousl y. Last
year sunmer’ sreport i ndi cat es about 7300t otal accessesfor 1997-
1998; total accessesfor 1998- 1999 ar e ar ound 30, 000!

9



Vol. 9 No. 1

Cincinnati Skeptics

August/September 1999

Here are sone t abl es show ng nont hl y fi gures:
MsitstotheVéb Steby Mnth

Lhique lhique Tad Msits  Qerdl
Nont h Year Stes Docs. Served Served
@t. 1998 47 8 76 516
Nov. 1998 306 109 540 3,880
Dec. 1998 373 112 604 3,34
Jn 199 302 114 520 2,956
Mar. 1999 844 124 1,930 3,367
Ar. 1999 1 057 127 2,62 4 191
May 1999 2,210 123 3,84 6,163
Jue 199 1, 668 126 2,942 4,923
Total Get. -June 8,563 1,048 16, 455 35, 157

Notes: LhiqueStesSrvedreferstotheun quel nternet addresses
that wereaobservedtoaccessour site. It isacrudeestinatedf the
nuntoer of peopl ewhovi si tedour site. Lhi que Docunent s Served
referstothe nunier of uni quedocunentsretrievedfromthe
server. Tatd visitsisanattenpt toestinat et henuner of tines
our sitevasvisited, i ncl udi ngrepeat visitsondifferent days.
Quera | i sasinpl ecount of thenunber of accesses (hits).

The nont hl y br eakdown of t he nunber of accesses for vari ous
sectionsdf thesiteisasfd |l o

MsitstoSH ectedSxtionsof thedteby Mnth

Mnth GQrerall Home Page Burbs Links NMetings:
@t. 1998 44 K] 218 0 3]
Nov. 1998 1,635 2 69 57 [
Dec. 1998 1,600 265 671 153 3
Jn 1999 1,466 3 590 m R
Feb, 1999 554 451 3,705 192 8
Mr. 1999 3611 524 1,63% 43 a7
Ar. 1999 4,128 639 1,84 336 102
May 1999 6,158 481 3,919 385 8l
June 1999 4,836 42 2828 458 &b
Tad 29,492 341 16,149 203b 583

Younay nati cethat thefiguresfor tatd hitsinthefirst andsecond
tabl esdon't nat ch. Thi si sbecausethefirst tabl eiscountingal |
accesses, i ncl udi ngti neswher e peopl etri edt oaccess docunent s
that didnot exi st andother sortsof errors. Thesehitswere
excl udedfromt hesecondt abl e.

Top Twent y Docunent s, by Nuntber of M sitsfor Year

1 Hone Page 3 41
2 LochNess Monster B urb 2150
3 Burblndex 2,051
4 BernmudaTriangl eB urb 1,775
5 /robats. txt (usedby searcheng nes) 976
6 L nkIndex 773
7 GopQrcleBub 753
8 Metinglnfornation 554
9 Repressed Menories B urb 475
10 Spont aneous Hinan Gonbust i on B urb 450
1. SearchtheVb S tePage 434
12 AienAbductionsBurb 400
13 FRathkeaingBurb 393
14 ShaketHand ingbl urb 376
15 Nevsletter (Backl ssues) Page 349
16 AricanPseudoH storyB urb 320
17 AltdoanMnB urb 317
18 Sientd ogyLinks 315
19 \elikovskyB urb 313
A PsychicDetectivesB urb 267

Uhsurpri singly, thenest conmon | nternet donai nfor our visitors
was AQ. (3738 hits), fol | oned by dec. net (1069), one. net (606),
anduu. net (374).

The nuniver of subscriberstothe SANEl st i snowat 32,
downfromahi ghof 481 ast year. V| ost severa subscri berswhen
theli st noved f romGyber war ped. contoQnel i st.com | attenpted
tocontact a | thepeopl ethat wereonthelist whenl novedit to
Odist, but nat a | of thenresubscribed. Mst of t hepeop evhod d
not resubscri beverefromother statesor continents. Asbest | can
tell, nost of our subscribersarestill ART. nenbers, andall the
rest seemt obesonavhereintheUS (It’ softeninpossi bl etotel |
wher e soneonei sl ocatedsinpl ybythei r e-nai | address.)

SANEcont i nues t o consi st nost | y of announcenent s of
skepticd interest that | sd ect adpassd ong. Wit |ittl enanag ng
thelist needsi sdonevi atheVb, usingfornsontheQeist site
| addedal | the ART. officerswhohavelnternet accesstothe
noderators’ |ist sothat incasel get struckbyaneteor or |ightning
fromawathful godthelist canstill benanaged by soneone. Hours
vorkedonbehal f of ART. unavai lable.-David Vel |, VEbS teand
SANEE- Mii | Li st Manager .

Menber shi p Cormit t ee Chai r Report

Menber shi p continues to clinb [ See Menber shi p
Secretary s Report] . Meniber shi pi ncr eased by 25 nenfoer s i n 1997
- 1998 but by onl y 8 nentber s i N 1998 - 1999. Ther e ar e pr obabl y
tworeasonsgrovt hthi syear didn't natchthat seenl ast year:

1 Therevasnosdicitationof “Skeptical | nquirer” subscribers.
Thi s has al ways beenagood sour ce of newhl oodfor us, but it’ snot
ataskthat weundertakeannual | y (andthi swasan“of f” year).

2. Schedul i ng probl ens pr ecl uded pr oduct i on of an Annual
Programf | yer, sowe m ssed what ever val uethat has as a
recrutnent too . Thegreat nevsisthat it appearsal | but onedf the
newnentoer s pi cked up duri ng 1997 - 1998 has r enewed! Thanks
ever ybody!

Gventhat thecomngyear w || bringanot her round of
“knownskeptic’ sdicitations, andthat our reneval processisnow
runni ngsnoothl y, 1 ook for ustobreakthe“100barrier” thisyear.
(Shoul dwet hrowa party?)

WWen our websitevasreacti vat ed, requestsfor sanpl e
nevel ettersresuned. Asinthepast, responseswerehand edbythe
nenier shi p chai r. Once we were abl et o post back i ssues of
“Gncinnati Skeptic” at thevebsite, werenovedthe“request for
sanpl e nevsl etter” formfrom hewebsite. Hoursworked onbehal
of ART. unavail abl e. - Brad Bonham Menber shi p Gormitt ee
Cair.

Rubl i city Gordi nator’ s Report

I conti nuedtopl aceneeti ngnoticesinthe“G nci nnati
Bnquirer,” “Gncinnati Post,” “BasternHIlsJournal ,” and“Gty
Beat.” A so, the Gonmuni ty Press out of Mont gonery has al so
startedtonoteour nonthl y neeti ngsinthe r events cal endar.

About four neetingsthis seasonwent w thout
announcenent, hovever, duetotheunavai l abi ity of topi ¢/ speaker
infornati onprior tothedat eof theneeti ngs.

W have yet toaddany of thel ocal col | ege paperstoour
l'ist of announcers. | wll conti nuetoworkonthisissue. Hurs
vworkedonbehal f of ART. unavail able. -GaryH nes, Rublicity
@ord retor.

0 0
7 Vdy to go,
e ARTI g4
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The Association for Rational Thought is an independent, nonprofit, scientific and educational organization. We share the
philosophy of the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal (CSICOP), an international
organization which investigates allegedly paranormal events, sponsors workshops and publishes Skeptical Inquirer, a
journal of investigations of paranormal claims.

A.R.T. meets on the second Saturday of each month September through June, 10:00 AM at James Tavern in Blue Ash and
publishes Cincinnati Skeptic each month. A.R.T. meetings are open to the public. A.R.T. also maintains a database of
information on paranormal claims for local new media to consult and investigates local paranormal claims. A.R.T. was
founded by Cincinnati area skepticsin 1991. Annual dues are $15.00 and include a subscription to the Cincinnati Skeptic.

For more information call: President Roy Auerbach (513)731-2774 or Nurit Bowman, (513) 731-0642 or visit our website.
Address Changes and Corrections, Member ship Questions: Roy Auerbach (513) 731-2774 E-mail: raa@one.net

Mailing Label Information: “00/00/00 Member”: You are a member in good standing; your membership will expire on
the date on the label. “Lapsed”: (highlighted) - your membership has expired. Please send your dues as soon as possible.

Yes! — | want to support the important work of The Association for Rational Thought and receive Cincinnati Skeptic
and meeting notices. | have enclosed funds for:
®New Member ®Renewing Member ®©Contribution  ©Gift membership for/by:
Name:
Street Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone Work: Home: E-mail:

We have kept dueslow and will continueto do soin spite of rising costs. However, if you are ableto,
your additional contributions are very much appreciated. Please give generously, if possible.
Thank you very much!

I would like to make a contribution in addition to my duesto further the important work of the Association:

Contribution Amount: $ Dues. $ Total Enclosed:

Make your check payable to the Association for Rational Thought and mail to A.R.T., PO. Box 12896, Cincinnati OH
45212. Contributions are not at present tax deductible, but we are working on it.
oRequest subjects for future meetings
oPlease do not include my name and address in mailing lists exchanged with other groups.

SKepticismand ART
on the Electronic Media

D-m\]

r-= - For the latest in skeptical news via e-mail, join SANE, the Skeptical Area Network Ef-

_ == fort. You will find cheerful, rational messages from CSICOP, James “The Amazing” Randi,

% your fellow local skeptics and ART in your e-mail box every week. This is our means of
staying in touch between issues of the Cincinnati Skeptic.

Be sureto check out our NEW & IMPROVED skeptical website at http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org --- It
contains. our BLURBS on various subjects; lots of nifty links to skeptical thinking around the world; the
information for joining SANE; the basic definition of who we are, what we do, and our bylaws. In addition,
you'll find such thingsashow to get to our meetings held at James Tavern; other waysto reach us; and how to
send sample copies of the newsletter to potential members.

—David Wall, Web Site Manager
Web: http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org E-mail: darkon@one.net
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Association for Rational Thought Non-Profit Org.

\ PO. Box 12896 U.S. Postage Paid
A Y Cincinnati, OH 45212 Cincinnati, OH
v Permit 402

Address Service Requested

The Association for Rational Thought is an organization committed to encouraging rationaal, well- informed
evalution of fringe-science, pesudoscience, and paranormal claims. A.R.T. encourages the investigation of paranormal
and pseudoscientific claims from a responsible, scientific viewpoint and the distribution of the results of such investigas
tions to the public. You are cordialy invited to become a member of A.R.T. Membership information is included
elsewhare in this issue.

Preview Of Coming Attractions....

Place: James Tavern at Cooper Road and Reed Hartman Highway. It is a great place to gather and then have
the lunch/socia portion of each meeting. This location is very accessible for folks wielding walkers, wheel -
chairs and the like. Coffee is available with a small donation during the meeting.
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM -- program -->12:00PM - 2:00 PM -- lunch
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend!..See you there!

First Meeting of the 1999-2000 Season! Date and Day: 11 September, 1999 -- Saturday
Wt chyar ma/ Rr apostcardAbad the Qeaker ad Tipic far thenedt neeti g

Second Meeting of the 1999-2000 Season! Date and Day: 9 October, 1999 -- Saturday
Speaker &Topi c: BobBaker will giveata konghostsat thisnmeeting. Hstal kwll be

acconpani ed by appear ances at | ocal book stores. AeyaureadyaGuost/yta k?

Third Meeting of the 1999-2000 Season! Date and Day: 13 November, 1999 -- Saturday
Wtchyar m/ Far apastcardAbau the Qegkar ad'Tqa c far thernext neeting

Join us....1o 1ind out what's real and what'’s not!
12



